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of them the Uighurs) controlled Mongolia and much of Turkestan,
The Tibetans, formidable during much of the T'ang, after one
outbreak were forced to agree to a truce, and a Turkish people
in alliance with the Tibetans were reduced to submission. On the
far West, the Chinese were feeling again the pressure of the
young Moslem empire. About 670 the Arabs, having adjusted
their differences of a few years before, were beginning to menace
Tokharistan, on the middle Oxus, and between 70S and 715 the
Moslem arms were carried into Sogdiana, between the Oxus and
the Jaxartes, and even farther. Some of the little states west of
and across the mountains from the Tarim basin, in Transoxiana,
which during T'ai Tsung's reign had acknowledged Chinese su-
zerainty, now sought the protection of the Middle Kingdom
against the renewed Arab advance. The princes of Samarkand,
Bokhara, Tashkend, and Tokharistan repeatedly asked assistance.
Armed aid was not accorded to the most distant of the vassals,
but—af ter the death of a noted Arab general—Chinese diplomacy
seems to have contributed somewhat to a temporary expulsion
of the Arabs from a part of the region. The actual fighting was
done by Turks and the local inhabitants. To the states in the
Pamirs and in Kashmir, however, Hsiian Tsung gave more sub-
stantial support, and in 747 Kao Hsien-chih, a general of Korean
extraction in the service of the Chinese and head of the garrisons
in the four most important Western outposts, successfully led an
expedition from Kashgar across the high and difficult passes in
the Pamirs and the Hindukush to the upper Oxus and parts of
the higher portions of the valley of the Indus with the object of
breaking the junction which (about 741) the Tibetans had formed
with the Arabs. Kao Hsien-chih's expedition was a most remark-
able feat and greatly enhanced Chinese prestige in the West. In-
dian princes in the Indus Valley accepted Chinese suzerainty.
At home, moreover, Hsiian Tsung's reign was marked by a
burst of cultural achievement. In Ch'angan the Emperor founded
an institution known as the Hanlin Yuan. While under the T'ang
it included court favorites, jugglers, and musicians as well as
scholars, in later centuries membership in it became one of the
most highly prized of literary honors. Hsiian Tsung founded a
school for the teaching of music. He accorded Confucius addi-
tional honors. At his court were some of the most distinguished

